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The Power Reactor and Nuclear Fuel Development Corporation (PNC) plans to construct the Mizunami Underground Research
Laboratory (MIU), in order to promote scientific studies of the deep geological environment (the Geoscientific Reserarch Program),
with a view of providing a sound basis for research and development programs regarding geological disposal projects.

The MIU project can be divided into three phases : Before, during and after the construction of the laboratory. In this paper, the
research plan of the first phase (surface-based investigations) will be mainly described. In this phase, the following items will be
investigated from the ground surface : Geological structures and flow field/characteristics of the groundwater, etc. in the MIU site.
Based on the these survey results, the prediction of the deep geological environment will be carried out, and the specific research
items after the first phase and the design of underground facilities will be established.

Keywords: geoscientific research program, MIU, geological disposal, research program, deep geological conditions
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