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As part of the research and development program on geological disposal of high-level radioactive waste (HLW), the Horonobe
Underground Research Center, a division of the Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA), is implementing the Horonobe Underground
Research Laboratory Project (Horonobe URL Project) with the aim at investigating sedimentary rock formations. This report
presents the current status of research and development on geological disposal technology in Horonobe URL Project.
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Fig. 1 Schedule of the Horonobe Underground Research
Laboratory Project.

R&D on geological disposal technology at Horonobe URL by Tomoo FUJITA
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Fig.2 Image view of underground facility in the Horonobe
Underground Research Center.
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Fig. 3 In-situ investigations & experiments in the 350m depth
gallery[2].
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Fig. 7 Mass transport test.

Fig.5 Overpack corrosion test.
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Fig.6 Cores of low alkaline concrete
taken from tunnel support.
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(a) Single fracture (b) Rock matrix



